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CONFIDENTIAL KAMPALA 1014 
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TAGS: PINS MOPS UG 

SUBJECT: ARMED FORCES ON ALERT 

REF: KAMPALA 989 ( NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: GENERAL AMIN HAS TOLD ALL MILITARY TO RETURN TO 
BARRACKS BECAUSE HE HAS HEARD OF ANOTHER INVASION THREAT. 
SOLDIERS MUST BE AVAILABLE IN EMERGENCIES. GENERAL ALSO 
RAILED AT MILITARY FOR BAD BEHAVIOR AND RUINING GOOD NAME 
OF UGANDA. END SUMMARY. 

1. OVER WEEKEND, ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS ACCOUNT, PRESIDENT 
AMIN SPOKE TO NINE THOUSAND TROOPS ( PROBABLY SHOULD BE NINE HUND- 
RED) AT MALIRE MECHANISED REGIMENT. HE OFFICIALLY PUT ARMED 
FORCES ON ALERT AND TOLD ALL COMMANDERS TO MAKE SURE THOSE 
SOLDIERS NOW LIVING IN HOUSES ABADONED BY ASIANS RETURNED TO 
BARRACKS. HE SAID HE HAD RECEIVED REPORTS THAT TROUBLE WAS 
IMMINENT AND HE ALLUDED TO LAST YEAR' S INVASION. AMIN ORDERED 
THAT SOLDIERS MUST NOT LIVE OUTSIDE BARRACKS BUT MUST BE 
AVAILABLE IN CASE OF TROUBLE. 
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WM AMIN WENT ON TO ISSUE SEVERAL WARNINGS TO SOLDIERS. HE 
TOLD THEM TO QUIT MISUSING GOVERNMENT VEHICLES; TO STOP DRIVING 
WITHOUT LICENSES; TO CEASE TAKING CARS FROM THEIR RIGHTFUL 
OWNERS; NOT TO INTERFERE WITH COURTS OF JUSTICE; NOT TO MAKE 
ILLEGAL ARRESTS OF INNOCENT PERSONS; TO STOP CONFISCATING COM- 
MODITIES WHICH ARE SCARCE, SUCH AS BEER; AND TO SET GENERAL 
EXAMPLE OF QTE DISCIPLINE, SMARTNESS, CLEANLINESS AND DIGNITY 
UNQTE, FOR YOU ARE QTE MASTERS OF UGANDA UNQTE. GENERAL 
THREATENED THAT SOLDIERS WHO DON' T ABIDE BY THESE RULES WILL 
BE PUNISHED. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS NO CORROBORATION THAT AN INVASION 
THREAT EXISTS. AMIN APPEARS TO BE CONCERNED OVER HIS LACK OF 
CONTROL OVER TROOPS, WHO NOW RESIDE THROUGHOUT KAMPALA AND OTHER 
CITIES, AND THIS MAY REPRESENT ATTEMPT TO GET TROOPS UNDER 
CONTROL. SOME OF AMIN' S OTHER RECENT REMARKS ( REPORTED SEPTEL) 
INDICATE HE MAY ALSO BE CONCERNED ABOUT COUP AND/ OR ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPT AND MAY BE TRYING TO HEAD THAT OFF. AS FOR HIS 
WARNINGS TO TROOPS, THEY WILL BE WELCOMED BY ALL. SOLDIERS ARE 
INDEED GENERALLY GUILTY OF ALL EVILS AMIN ENUMARATED, AND LIFE 
WOULD BECOME CONSIDERABLY EASIER IN KAMPALA IF SOME CONTROLS 
WERE PUT ON THEIR ACTIONS. REMOVING THEM FROM KAMPALA WILL OF 
ITSELF BE GREAT HELP. BY LISTING ALL THESE WRONGDOINGS OF HIS 
SOLDIERS, AMIN SEEMS TO BE ADMITTING THAT THINGS ARE SOME- 
WHAT OUT OF CONTROL. HE TRIED TO COUNTER THIS IMPRESSION 
AT END OF HIS SPEECH BY SAYING ALL THIS IS DUE, AFTER ALL, TO 
ONLY QTE ONE OR TWO UNQTE SOLDIERS. THERE MAY ALSO BE HINT 
THAT PUBLIC TOLERANCE IS REACHING ITS END, FOR AMIN ALSO TOLD 
SOLDIERS TO STAY TOGETHER, ALWAYS WALK IN GROUPS OF TWO TO 
FIVE, SO IN CASE QTE ANYTHING WENT WRONG WITH ONE, OTHERS 
COULD EXPLAIN UNQTE. 

KEELEY 
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